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this Alrborne type Steel l‘l:zmt‘t was worn by Mojor John Howord during
the Hridges Operation. The bullet holes are the result of aniper fire
«hen his, Company was surrounded by encmy Panzer troop in BSCOVILLE on
+1 (June 7). During that operation the Company lost over 50 NCO's and
wen (killed, wounded & missing), a very sad set-back nfter losin: only

killed and 12 wounded during the capture of the bridges soon alter
cidnight on D-Day.

——

OTk: The helmet was worn by film actor Richard Todd who pottraycu
“ajor Howard during the filming of "The Longest bLay".
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LRCAPN WALLET

_varricd by Major Howard during and subsequent to the Pegasus Dradpe
cperation. They were issued to all British Airborne Officers for the
invesion and contents included:- Bemzedrine tablets, water purifying tublets,
aspirin, matches, small magnetic compuss, chewing gum, needle & cotton,
wedical adhesive tape and a plastic waterproof document pauch.

{Other wailets issued also contained a supply of French francs which

ajoc Howard is suid to have lost on about D+14 playing Poker with a
vadre) .

¢HIFCM SHOULDER FLASHES

, 'rh oy Major Howard on 'best' Battledress'. The ‘FIFT?-SECONB' relates

‘o S.nd of Foot or 52nd Light Infantry as the 2nd Bn., Oxfordshire and
Buch inghamshire Light Infantry was often known.

The 'Perasus' flash was the Divisional Badge worn as a shoulder flash
by all Hritish Airborne troops.

LLE saw (

"
ewn into the Battle-dress of Major Howard prior to the invasion and
ot venoved until returning to UK mid-August 1944, These silk maps

vere issuew to all Airborne soldiers as escape aids, 'together with such
‘. inps as magnetised brass trouser buttons (emergency cpmpnsn) and
-teel files (mlso sewn into battle-dress). s
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OPERATION ORDER COPY No 1

Original Operation Order issued to Major lloward by Brigadier Poett
2 May 44 ne Commander of 5 Para Bde uwnger whose command the Coup de muin
party operated for the invasion. i
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